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AVID's exceeding Clicitade, arid 
amazing ce, to eſtabliſh th 
public 8 in his ca 
pital, in a way worthy of it, togethe 
with the raptures expreſſed in \ bis attend 
ance upon it, naturally ſuggeſt this rc 
flection to the thinking reader: if thy 
eſtabliſhment of the divine worſhip, 
attendance upon it, were then of fact 
ineſtimable value, and incredible delight 
amidſt the height of all worldly glory anc 

"ogra ; What can have ſunk both { 
| low, in the eſtimation of the preſent age 


that few men | of high condition ar 
A 2 _foung 
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found to have any regard for either? 
Aud our wonder increaſes, when we 
and, upon inquiry, that the ſetting apart 
ne day in ſeven, as a day of reſt from 
the labours of life, and a day of attend- 
ance upon the public worſhip of Gov, | 
s à practice of- ſuch great antiquity, and 
anverſal extent throughout the antient 
world, that learned men have juſtly con- 
luded the inſtitution to have been as 

did as the creation; and therefore in- 
dined by. Moſes, not as a new com- 
mand, . but as.a duty of careful. attend- 
ince'to one already well-known, Re- 
member the Sabbath-day lo keep it holy *. 

And they are confirmed in this judg- 
merit, by finding it, upon reflection, an 
Altitution every way worthy of infinite 
Mſdom and goodneſs; and abſolutely 
deceſſary to the well-being of the world. 
And, indeed, there is good reaſon to 
Wubt, whether, without the benefit of | 
his inſtitution, the growing race of man- 
ind would ever have attained to the 
trength and perfection even of their 
2» Zx0d. chap. xx. ver. 8. 
RT TR " inimal 
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animal nature; and all the reaſon in| 


the world to believe, that the labouring 
part of mankind (which are, at leaſt, 
ninety-nine in an hundred) would not 
otherwiſe live out half their days; heir 
frength would then be literally labour 
and ſorrow; they could live bo a very 
little time, and they would ſpend even 
the little they did live, in added miſery; 
and at the laſt have abundant reaſon to 
take up Jacob's complaint (before Pha- 
raab) in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, Few and coal 
have been the days of the years of my pil 
grimage. And, as for the higher orders 
of men, if any fuck could fubliſt in ſuch! 
a ſtate of things (as I am well ſatisfied 
they could not), they would, however, 
ſubſiſt to no higher or nobler purpoſes 
than the wild aſs's colt in the wilderneſs. 

Fok ASM UC, then, as this command 
is ſo evidently of divine inſtitution, and} 
infinite importance to mankind ; Can 
there be matter of more aſtoniſhment 
to a thinking man, than to ſee this in- 
ſtitution ſo openly, fo avowedly profaned, 
in ſo ſerious and wiſe a nation as this, 
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by almoſt all orders and degrees of men 
T amongſt us, but eſpecially thoſe of higher 
condition, by thoſe who affect tobe called, 
The better ſort; and by them asopenly and 
avowedly deſpiſed, and trampled under- 
foot, as if the command were reverſed 
to them, and they were bound in con- 
ſcience to remember the Sabbath-day, 
only in order to profane it; to ſacrifice 
it to every vice, and every vanity, that 
comes into their hearts! inſomuch that 
every good Chriſtian may now take up 
Feremiah's. lamentation, with very little 
change; The ways of Zion do mourn, be- 
cauſe none come to the ſolomn feaſts : all 
ber gates are deſolate; ber prieſts figh ;— 
ber adverſaries are the chief, her enemies 
proſper ; for the Lord hath afflifted ber -— 
the adverſaries ſaw her, and did mock at 
ber Sabbaths. And therefore I hope it 
may be deemed matter of no ſmall mo- 
ment, to inquire ſeriouſly into the cauſes 
and conſequences of this calamity, 
No one main ſource of this evil is 
Ende, _- 
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In an humble heart, gratitude natu- 
rally keeps pace with the bleffings be- 
ſtowed upon it; and, of conſequence, 
the piety of a good man riſes and ex- 
pands, in proportion to his inlargement 
and exaltation: whereas, in an haughty 
heart, the effect is the direct contrary. 
Every ſucceſs, to a man of that make, 
is the effect of his own wiſdom; and 
every advantage the reward of his own 
merit: conſequently there can be no 
room for piety, or gratitude to Gop, 
where every thing but ſelf is excluded. 
And therefore, ſo far are ſuch men from 
being thankful to their Maker, for the 
bleſſings and advantages they enjoy above 
other men ; that they live FA in the 
world, as if they venly believed Gop 
did not govern it. Theſe are literally 
and ſtrictly the ungodly of this world 
And the P/a/mift hath, long fince, left 
us their true character: The wngodly it 
fa proud, that he careth not for God, neither 
is Gad in all bis thoughts. By a long dit 
uſe of devotion, and open neglect of 
divine worſhip, he gradu all forgets every 
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duty he owes his Maker ; and, when he 
hath, for ſome time, Del himſelf 
to live without Gos in the world, he 
then begins to doubt his very exiſtence; 
he then begins to forget, that in him we 
live, and move, and have our being. And 
thus the neglect of Gop's public wor- 
ſhip naturally leads from one degree of 
irreligion to another, until it ed in 
atheiſm. | 
Bur pride is not the only origin of 
this evil; its ſources are various: the 
neceſſary avocation of buſineſs is pleaded 
by. ſome men of learned profeſſions, 
whom I am very unwilling to cenſure ; 
and the care of health, by fome of the 
= ſex; of whom it is remarkable, 


— 


hat they can attend all other aſſemblies 
of mankind, at all hours of the day and 
night, where che danger is manifeſtly 

eater. And, as fome of theſe aſſem- 
lies fall on the eve of the Sabbath, the 
ate hours kept in them confound all 
ber of time; and ſo the next day's 


our of 5 e is W away, and 
the 
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che duty they owe to GO facrificed t tc 
vanity and the world. 
Bor one ſure and principal un 8 
this ſpirit of irreligion, and neglect of the 
public worſhip of Gos, is Travelling 
I is the common infirmity of people 
of. fortune, to imagine, that the edu 
cation of their children is never complete 
until they have ſeen the world, as they 
call; it; nor is the opinion altogethe 
aaded: 2 their error is, that t 
think they cannot too ſoon hurry the 
into it; and they ſucceed accordingly 
For, being thus ſent out, early, young 
unexperienced, unprincipled, and unin 
formed, into the midſt of foreign fa 
ſhions, vanities, and vices of every - kind 
they are early imbued with ah all 
Nor is it. poſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe 
when they ate only fitted to converle 
with the giddy; the light, the libertine 
part of the world, from whom they ce 
Jos nothing elſe: the conſequence © 
which is, that ſenſual pleaſures, foreig 
fopperies, amuſements, and luxuries, be: 
one: the buſineſs of their lives _ er 
B after 
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after ; ; whereas, would parents wait until 
their ſons were of riper years, until their 
minds were properly inlarged, and'en- 
tightened with liberal knowlege; and 
their principles of virtue, and true reli- 
gion, fixt upon the ſame foundation; 
they would then be fitted to converſe 
with the ferious and thinking part of 
the world they viſited; to obſerve their 
manners; and to be improved by ro 
virtue and wiſdom, if they had 
and, if they had none, to be amen 5 
even by their vices, and informed by 
[ heir folly and ignorance. 
Non is this all --—for, being: 1 
ent out into countries where a feligion 
ifferent from their own is proſeſſed, 
3 where they cannot attend 
the public worſhip 


te ith ſome ſcrious men of areligious 
ct hex, (which is very rarely the caſe), 
—— habits of neglecting all 
— divine ordinances, until religion be- 
omnes no part of their buſineſs, neither 
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is God in all their thoughts, And thus it 
comes to paſs, that, returning home, in 
this condition, as their travelling airs, and 
foreign fopperies, intitle them to lead 
the faſhion in other vanities ; ſo alſo, in 
this vileſt of all abominations, zhe for- 

' ſaking the aſſemblies of the ſaints ; utterly 
neglecting the public worſhip, and de 
ſpifing the Church of God: the conſe 
quences of which are lamentable ever 
way. For, whereas the Scriptures are 
under Gop, the true and only fure 
ſource of virtue, the fountain-head of 
every thing that is exalted and excellent 
in our nature, for want of having theſe 
great ideas perpetnally excited and re 
vived in their minds, by attending te 
the public Prayers, and hearing the Seri 
ptures conſtantly read in the Church 
they gradually and daily languiſh i 
their ſouls, until at length they are 
utterly effaced and loſt. They are in the 
condition of thoſe artiſts, who, being 
long abſent from Rome, have complained 
that their ideas, both of painting and 
ſtatuary, gradually decayed, and degt 
"> B 2 
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nerated in them, for want of having 
them perpetually renewed there, by thoſe 

obleſt originals of their arts. If theſe 
pur travelling gentry had the ſame inge- 
nuity, I am ſure they might, with equal 


ſunk into ſenſe, and mean, groveling 
ſelfiſh ſentiments: that their ideas of 
very thing refined, and amiable, and 
xcellent, gradually decayed and died 
within them, in proportion to their ab- 
ence from the public worſhip of Gop; 
n proportion to their abſence from thoſe 
moſt edifying, moſt amending, and moſt 
enobling lectures of heavenly wiſdom, 
weekly, and daily -publiſhed in the 
urch, in the Hymns and Pſalms, the 
Iturgy and Litany, in the Epiſtles and 
zolpels, and Leſſons of the day. | 
Ix is ſtrange and ſhocking, to ſee how 
ele. men delude themſelves to their 
Witter, ruin. They have heard, that cha- 
ity. is the great and governing principle 
the Chriſtian Religion; and they ima- 
vine,.. that, if they have that, they have 
wery thing: and they delude themſelves 


juſtice, complain, that they | gradually | | 
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do think they have that, when they can 
talk plauſibly of what they think equiva- 
lent to it, humanity, and ſocial ſenti- 
ments. They are men fond of the 
praiſes of virtue, but to the 
power of it (as one of its late greateſt 
enemies is well known to have written 
Rhapſodies and Panegyrics upon it). 
They have the terms Humane, and Be- 
nevolent, perpetually in their mouths; 
but they rarely reach their hearts. T he 
terms are indeed ſufficiently ſpecious 
but, in reality, mere ſounding braſs, ar 
zinkling cymbals, ſubſtituted into the place 
of Chriſtian charity: a principle from 
which no other could reſtrain us from 
believing their hearts utterly eſtranged 
Can they think themſelves humane; whe 
never add one ſingle mite to the wekh ! 
and monthly collections of the Church 
(in all other Chriſtian regions of the 
earth but this, and), from the __ 
ning of Chriſtianity in the world, the 
ſureſt, the beſt-judged, and beſt-can 
ducted fund, by which all the wants 
and diftreſſes of! humanity are ordinaril 
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relieved and ſupplied in the fociety ; and 
many of them ſo relieved, and only ſo 
relieved, even here ? Can they think 
nemſelves friends to virtue, who deli- 
itely decline the nobleſt aids and in- 


* 


Go, for grace and guidance, to 
aliphten their ſouls, and incline their 
hearts to every ſocial and Chriſtian vir- 
8 = every office of humanity, to 

7 impulſe of charity, and every 
praiſe and practice of piety ? Can they 
eriouſly think themſelves friends to vir- 
ne; who decline theſe aids and incite- 
ments to it, and diſcourage the hopes of 
kneftimable rewards in heaven ? Can 
they think themſelves - benevolent, who, 
Readily abſenting themſelves from the 
ic worſhip of Gon, do all that in them 


* ben d all fine” and reverence 
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blot our true Religion from the hearts of 
- en | true Religion, the only fure cement 
bf ſociety ; the true, and, let me add, 


x el ants and dif bees by biet. coma 
1 the 


Gitements to it; the public and united 
| _ of the faithful to the throne 


Tn the earth! to efface and to 
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the only ſure, fountain of glory to God an 
high, and on earth Peace, gael, to- 
wards 


men. 
Bur, fuppoſe theſe men had * 
they little know the nature of Religion, w 0 
ou that to be the whole of it : far cha 
ity reſpects only our duty to our neigh 
— and the duties we owe to Gon, 
and to ourſelves, are as truly eſſentials c 
Religion, as 2 and 050 we owe 
10 Gon, are the baſis of the whole. 
Tux know little of Religion, he 
do not know, that the ſetting apart ſtated 
times for the public worſhip of Gon 
and attending conſtantly upon it, - i 
cflential to the very being of Religion ii 
the world; and therefore, when oy 
declares to his people by the mouth. 
his prophet (Exel. xx. * 20.) , J a 
the Lord thy God, he immediately adds 
as the neceſſary ence of — ac 
knowlegi ging him in that character, all 
in my ſtatutes, ket udgments, an 
—— - Sabba 1 * Choiſtia 
knows, — to 9 Cod, with all the 
n aud all the ſoul, 16 fle jr ft a 
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ereat commandment; and to love our 
EI gb bour as pale, the: Jerond : but 
| there is this plain diſtinction in the point; 
we are to love Gad, the 3 of all 
Looodne/s, and of all pod tous, for his own 
Hake, and man ſor his Maker's ſake ; for 
re -aſons: drawn from his authority and 
appointments. So that the love i Go 
(is che fundamental and ruling pr 
0 6 all Religion; and the Galpel hath 
i Fw to this, the great eſſential of the 
Chriſtian Religion, fab in Feſus Chriſt. 
| pon theſe two, thus conſidered, hang all 
Ee low, the prophets, the evangeliſts, and 
e apoſtles : and therefore St. Paul ſums 
Wn: Whole of his preaching, both to 
the — and Gail — under 
cheſe two great heads, 72penzanre towards 
Cad, and a —— our Lord Feſus 
IGbri/t. Repentance towards Gop, which 


Gn, a fincere love of Go, and ſorrow 
for affending him, and a fixt purpoſe 
* of mens, and obedience for ever 
after — and faith in Chiſt, which im- 
jt plicth an humble and ante accept 
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bir nlieth a deteſtation and confeſſion of iy 
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ance of this bleſſed Son of Gov, as ou 
great Saviour, and Sacrifice to the Divin 
Juſtice for our fins ; our great Redeeme 
Reconciler, and Mediator with Gop 
And whoſoever wants theſe, wants the 
great fundamentals of true Religion 
and whoſoever neglects the public wor 
ſhip of Gov, deliberately neglects bot 
theſe, deliberately neglects the public 
_ confeſſion of his fin, and the great du 
ties conſequent to his redemption ; and 
by neglecting, naturally unlearns the 
all: and whoſoever wants theſe funda 
mentals of Chriſtianity, is an infidel ; 
and, as ſuch, ſhall, at the laſt day, be 
cut off by his Lord, and have his portio 
ted him with the anbelievers, St. 
Lule, xiith chap. 46th ver. | 
Having thus ſhewn you ſeveral 
ſources of this crying guilt, the negle& 
of Gopy's public worſhip, together with 
the great evils immediately arifing from 
it; I cannot however quit this ſubject, 
without laying ſome of its many other 
{ad conſequences more fully before you; 
alk C together 
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together with the bleſſings and advan- 
pen of the contrary behaviour. 
T 


AND, firſt, one dreadful conſequence 
om this ſhameful neglect of Gop's 
Fob worſhip, is, that it unfits us for 
Every other office of religion: it unqua- 
ifies us for calling down the ſureſt aids, 
and higheſt of all conſolations, to our 
country, in the day of its calamity; in- 
ſaſmuch as it alienates us from Gop, 
. and makes every office of religion, makes 
even our prayers, an abomination in his 
[fight ; for ſo Solomon ſadly aſſures us 
(Prov. xxviii. v. 9.), He that turneth 
[away bis ear from hearing the law, even 
Il bis prayer ſhall be an abomination. 
| FROM hence alſo, my brethren, from 
this ſhameful neglect of the public wor- 
ſhip of Gop, as from its fountain-head, 
[ ariſes that utter diſregard of the ſacred 
writings, and avowed, or perhaps rather 
affected, contempt of che clergy, among 
the higher orders of men amongſt us; 
together with their unbounded and (G op 


be praiſed !) ungrounded revilings of the 
whole order of the reformed Chriſtian 
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prieſthood ; imputing to them, without 
ſhame, or colour of truth, every vice 
every deluſion, every evil art, that eve 
reigned in any order of vrieſts, either 1 
the times or ſcenes of papal tyranny, © 
heathen corruption; and all this, with as 
little ſenſibility cc to decency or juf: 
tice, as if they branded every modeſt 
matron they met, with every abomina 
tion in the lives of a Julia, a Meſſalina 
or a Clytenmeſira ; proclaiming, at once 
their own infamy, and either ſhamefu 
inſults upon truth, or groſs affected igne 
rance! If theſe men of. ſuperior talents 
(as they would be deemed) had talents 
to think freely and largely, they coule 
not but ſee, that the law of the Sabba 
is'a law which demonſtrates itſelf of 
divine original; a law ſo calculated fo 
the exigencies of the whole Creation 
the preſervation of true religion, and the 
relief of the labouring world, as clearly 
evinces it the work of infinite wiſdom, 
benignity, and bounty | a law to whic 
every civility and virtue in life owes its 
origin and eſtabliſhment ;z and which, i 
| 8 it 
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t ceaſed but one century from amongſt 
$ (for the ſeminaries of learning and 
eligion would ceaſe with it, or could 
ot long ſurvive it), would reduce the 
ace of our vaineſt vaunters of wiſdom 
nto more than Hottemot barbarity ; 
oraſmuch as they would then have 
Hortentot ignorance ſuper-added to na- 
we vice: and dare they pretend to 
ny degree of humanity, who turn 
heir backs upon the Sabbath, and do 
that in them lieth, to baniſh this 
eavenly, this divine ordinance from the 
arth ? to baniſh the bleſſed Sabbath, and 
with that the great bleſſings and civili- 
ies of life; the inſtruction of mankind 
1 all the nobleſt ways of wiſdom and 
irtue; the weekly and monthly relief 
df the poor, the only relief of many ſo- 
ial dilkrecdes even here, and, in all other 
regions of the earth, the moſt extenſive 
and only conftant fund of Chriſtian cha- 
ity Dare they pretend to any degree 
pf humanity, who would at once baniſh 
from the earth the light of true religion, 
the relief of want, and the reſt from 
labour ? Ir 
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Ir theſe vain refiners would alloy 
themſelves to attend the public worſhip 
of Gop with any degree of humility 
they would ſoon come to ſee, and tc 
feel, the divinity of the ſacred writings 
they would ſee the infinite goodneſs, wif: 
dom, and mercy of the Creator, beam 
ing through every page of them ; the 
would then ſee and adore the beauty 0 
holineſs, the amiableneſs, and the excel 
lency, of virtue: they would then tura 
away. their foot from their cum pleaſure 
from purſuing their own idle vanitic 

upon Gor's holy-day : they would then 
call the Sabbath, 4 delight ; and thy 
Holy one . of the Lord, honourable 
__ would honour him (Iſa. lviii. 13.) 
they would then ſee, that wiſdom wa 
not born with them alone; nor would 
die with them ! they would then learn, 
that the prieſt s lips fan retain knowlege 
and that it would, ſometimes, be no dif: 
grace nor diſadvantage to the wiſdom o 
their lay-brethren, to /cek the law at bi 
mouth --— in a word, they would then ſee 
the Chriſtian prieſthood, in their true 

character 
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haracter; miniſters of Chrift, and flew- 
bras of the myſteries of God they would 
hen ſee them, to be, at once, the /ight, 
ind zhe ſalt, of the ſociety; the true 
ſources and guardians of true virtue, ci- 
th and wiſdom ; and, ſeeing them 
n this light, would be fo far from de- 
Eming Jute! characters, vilifying their 
pffice, envying them the portion aſſigned 
dz Almighty God for their maintenance, 
br oppreſſing them in the perception of 
t, that they would do every thing in their 
8 wer, to make their lives eaſy, and their 
E bfice honourable; at leaſt they would do 
ſo, if theyhad any remains of humanity, 
þ rpublic ſpirit ; inaſmuch as, by ſo doing, 
they would greatly (and perhaps more 
kfectually, than by any other poſſible 
Means whatſoever) promote, and pro- 
hide for, the happineſs and welfare of the 
hole community; ; which is inſeparably 
linked and interwoven with that of the 
reformed” Chriftian prieſthood --—- An 
brder of men, who neither have, nor can 
have, any views, intereſts, or dependences, 
pence from thoſe 1 their lay breth _ ; 
ut 
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but muſt perpetually riſe, and fall, ii 
every thing valuable to man, in one even 
uniform proportion, to the proſperity of 
calamity of their country. — And hence 
| it is, that as the Jewiſb prieſthood ſub 
. ſiſted, in the main, upon the ſame foo 
| with ours, the prophets have always con 
ſidered their intereſts, as one and the 
ſame with thoſe of their people I ſay 
the prophets, who were not prieſts, no! 
partial to the prieſthood, but the cenſor 
and checks of Gop upon them, have 
always conſidered the calamity of the 
people, as the calamity of the prieſt 
1 and the proſperity of the people, as the 
1 proſperity of the prieſt. Thus, whe 
6 Joel tells us, in the firſt chapter of hiz 
Prophecy, at the gth verſe, that che priz/ts 
the Lord's miniſters, mourn ; he imme 
diately adds, the field is waſted, the lang 
mourneth. --- And when Feremiah pro 
nounceth, in the name of Gop, I wil, 
ſatiate the ſoul of the prieſts with fatneſs 
he immediately adds, And my people ſhal 
be ſatisfied with yny goodneſs, ſaith th 
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ord And much more to the ſame 
7 urpoſe. | | 

1 nave been the longer upon this 
ead, to remove thoſe jealouſies of the 
prieſthood, which have artfully been 
own, and malignantly ſpread and 
propagated, through the laity; to the 


hriſtian charity, increaſe of irreligion, 
und infinite diſadvantage of the public 

orſhip of Gop ; which hath fo long, 
and ſo ſhamefully, been neglected amongſt 
s a negle& which involves great guilt 
n it, and draws much greater, indeed 
draws every other, guilt after it; and of 
hich, therefore, we ſhould now fin- 
erely and earneſt repent, with weeping, 
nd faſting, and prayer, to make every 
dther office of religion acceptable in the 
ight of Gop. 

LzT me not be underſtood, as if, by 
ny thing I have ſaid, I would exempt 


ational guilt. I am afraid we may but 
po juſtly apply to many of them that 
Wenunciation of divine vengeance, pro- 
| nounced 


great offence of truth, prejudice of 


he prieſthood from their ſhare in this 


1 


OF. 


lay it to heart, to make his worſhip ho- 
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nounced by the prophet upon the prieſts of 
his age; If yew1ill not lay it to beart, +4 


glory to my Name, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, 1 


will even ſend a curſe upon you, and I will 
curſe your bleſſings. That too many of 
the cletgy (for, how few ſoever they may 
be, in reality they are ſtill too many 
are too often abſent from the public wor: 
ſhip of Gop; that too many of them arg 
cold, and careleſs, in celebrating the ſa- 
cred offices of religion, in preaching the 
word of Gov, and preſſing it upon the 
hearts and conſciences of their hearers ; 
are {ad truths! And is it to be expected, 
that any thinking man will venerate 
them, who do 'not themſelves venerate 
their Maker, as they ought ; who do not 


nourable, and his word powerful; effi- 


cacious, to all the purpoſes of piety ; to 
make his word powerful, and his praiſes 
glorious upon the earth? —- This, how- 
ever, muſt be allowed, by their greateſt 
enemies, that their charity failed not in 
the late day of diſtreſs that they dealt 
A D their 
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pheir bread to the hungry; viſited and re- 
ieved the fatherleſs, and the widow, in 
heir affliftions ; and that with a ſpirit ſo 
truly Chriſtian, that no order of men 
amongſt us had then reaſon to wiſh their 
incomes diminiſhed, or their charity in- 
ereaſed. They then clearly ſaw, that to 
wilh the revenues of the reformed clergy 


diminiſhed, were, in effect, to wiſh the 
miſeries of mankind multiplied and un- 
[relieved : which ever was, and ever will 
be, the caſe, to the end of the world. 
How v R, as the clergy have their 
ſhare in this national guilt, it is but juſt 
they ſhould have their full ſhare in the 
national humiliation due to it — There- 
fore, Let the prieſts, the miniſters of Gon, 
weeß between the porch and the altar; aud 
let them ſay, Spare thy people, O Lord, 
and give not thine heritage to reproach : 
let all orders and degrees, amongſt us, 
rend their hearts, and not their garments, 
and turn unto the Lord our Gos, with 
[ fincere repentance, and true contrition 
of heart ; for he is gracious and merci- 


ful, 


hath expreſly pronounced the ſentence 


of Pusric Wos HII. 2 
ful, flow to anger, and of great kindneſs 
ja repenteth bim of tbe evil ——— This 
we certainly do know, and he himſelf 


by his prophet Ezekiel, Ezek. chap, xx 
ver. 21, That if we do not, both priefi 
and people, walk in bis ſtatutes, and leer 
his judgments, and ballow his Sabbaths, J 
will pour out my fury upon them, ſai 
the Lo RD, and accompliſh mine ange 
againſt them. 

Lr us then, in the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt, this moment, lay aſide ever 
weight, and this fm that doth ſo eafil 
beſet us; and let us draw near te 
Gop, with a contrite and true heart 
and in full aſſurance of faith; of 
forſaking the aſſembling of ourſelves te 
gether, as the manner of ſome is ; but 
earneſtly pouring out our united ſup 
plications to Almighty Go p, for his 
mercy to this Church and Nation 
and for deliverance from the crying 
guilt. of deſpiſing and inſulting his 

| Sabbaths, 
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Pabbaths, and the juſt and dreadful 


Vengeance. due to it From this 
5 uilt, and this vengeance, Gor, of 
his infinite mercy, deliver us all, 
through the merits and mediation of 


Velos Chriſt, 


EI v IS. 


